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Figure 1. Uncompressed spring Figure 2. Compressed spring

3. (12 points, suggested time 25 minutes)

A projectile launcher consists of a spring with an attached plate, as shown in Figure 1. When the spring is
compressed, the plate can be held in place by a pin at any of three positions A, B, or C. For example, Figure 2
shows a steel sphere placed against the plate, which is held in place by a pin at position C. The sphere is
launched upon release of the pin.

A student hypothesizes that the spring constant of the spring inside the launcher has the same value for different
compression distances.

(a) The student plans to test the hypothesis by launching the sphere using the launcher.

i. State a basic physics principle or law the student could use in designing an experiment to test the
hypothesis,

1. Using the principle or law stated in part (a)(i), determine an expression for the spring constant in terms
of quantities that can be obtained from measurements made with equipment usually found in a school
physics laboratory.

ib) Design an experimental procedure to test the hypothesis in which the student uses the launcher to launch the
sphere. Assume equipment usually found in a school physics laboratory is available.

In the table below, list the quantities and associated symbols that would be measured in your experiment.
Also list the equipment that would be used to measure each quantity. You do not need to fill in every row.
If you need additional rows, vou may add them to the space just below the table,

Quantity to be Measured Symbol for Quantity Equipment for Measurement

(Write the procedure on the back in part b continued)



ib) Continued

Describe the overall procedure to be used to test the hypothesis that the spring constant of the spring inside
the launcher has the same value for different compression distances, referring to the table. Provide enough
detail so that another student could replicate the experiment, including any steps necessary to reduce
experimental uncertainty. As needed, use the symbols defined in the table and/or include a simple diagram
ol the setup.

(¢) Describe how the experimental data could be analyzed to confirm or disconfirm the hypothesis that the
spring constant of the spring inside the launcher has the same value for different compression distances.

(d) Another student uses the launcher to consecutively launch several spheres that have the same diameter but
different masses, one after another. Each sphere is launched from position A. Consider each sphere’s launch
speed, which is the speed of the sphere at the instant it loses contact with the plate. On the axes below,
sketch a graph of launch speed as a function of sphere mass.
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